Character Quotes

Use This Strategy
Before Reading

SMART Board
Friendly

Character Quotes is a prereading strategy that extends students’ insights into a character
or author, fiction or nonfiction. Studying the quotes gives students practice in making
inferences. It also increases comprehension and student motivation. If the text is especially
challenging, Character Quotes helps the students focus.
Pink:

Design, Story, Symphony, Empathy, Play, Meaning

Wagner:
		
		

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Collaboration Across Networks and
Leading by Influence, Initiative, Agility/Adaptability, Oral Communication,
Accessing and Analyzing Information, Curiosity and Imagination

See page 79

STEP-BY-STEP
Teacher Prep
• Pick a fiction or nonfiction text related to your lesson. Read the material and select a
number of quotes by one of the characters. If you want to have five groups of students
for this activity, pick six quotes. If you want six groups, pick seven quotes.
• Type the quotes into the Notebook template.
• Save one quote to use when you model this strategy.
• Type the five or six quotes on a sheet of paper and make five or six copies. Then cut the
quotes apart and mix up the strips.
• Run off the list of adjectives (see page 79) so each group has two copies.
• Gather markers and 11”x17” paper or light colored construction paper.

Mary Says,
“Finding the quotes can be
tricky. I try to pick quotes
that give a wide view of
the character. One quote
might show the character
being angry, one happy,
one concerned and one
strong-minded. This way
the students learn that
characters and people are
multifaceted.”

Explain
• Tell your students that they are going to learn about a character by studying what the
character says.
• Explain that each of them will receive a quote and that they will work in groups to learn
about the character.

Model
• Take the quote that you set aside and read it orally.
• Think Aloud (see page 3) as you model how to use the adjective list and pick appropriate
adjectives to describe the character.

Guide
• Distribute one quote to each student.
• Ask the students to read the quote and then find all the other students in the room with
the same quote.
• Designate an area in the room for each group to meet.
• Give each group a marker and large sheet of paper for recording their list of adjectives.
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Jane Says,
“I’m always amazed at the
adjectives the students
choose. They truly begin
to play with the words.
The more the students use
the adjective list to study
the characters, the more
I hear the words used in
their daily speaking.”

• Explain that each group is to study the quote and write all of the adjectives that describe the character. I give them
15-20 adjectives. Remind students to pick adjectives that they understand.
• Once all groups have recorded the adjectives, call on each group to read their quote and display their list of adjectives.
Display the group’s quote on the SMART Board for all the students to see (I have found having students write their lists
on the SMART Board takes too much class time). The group can magnify an area of the adjective list, if it seems to help
explain their thinking.
• Explain to the other students that their job is to listen, read carefully, and focus on whether they think the adjectives
fit with the quote.
• Once the group has read all the adjectives, ask the class if any adjectives seem to not fit. Remember that there is no
right or wrong answer; however, the group must support its thinking. (Why did you put ___ on your list?) The group
explains its thinking and the next group presents.

Practice
• Use Character Quotes every three or four weeks. Each time you use it, the students develop a stronger understanding
of character attributes as well as the intricacies of the character.

Applications and Examples
Here is an example of a set of quotes used for the character Leona in Seedfolks, by Paul Fleischman.
“I was thinking about her (Granny) one day, walking home from the grocery.”
“Then I studied all the trash on the ground. Don’t know why anyone called that lot ‘vacant.’ The garbage was piled
high as your waist, some of it from the neighborhood and some dropped off by outside people.”
“I marched on home. I’ve got two kids in a high school that has more guns than books, so I know all about complaining
to officials and such about things that need changing.”
“Next morning was Monday. At nine o’clock I drank me a tall glass of water. I knew I’d be having to say the same
thing to 15 or 20 government folks.”
I’m always amazed at the adjectives the students choose. They truly begin to play with the words. The more the students use
the adjective list to study the characters, the more I hear the words used in their daily speaking.
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